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Chinese Embassy in London:





His Excellency the Ambassador


Chinese Embassy


49-51 Portland Place


London


W1N 3AH











Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.sportz-images.com/brandguidelines/eps/CalvinAyre-Foundation/calvin-ayre-foundation-logo.eps" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.sportz-images.com/brandguidelines/images/logos/bodog-misc/bodog-misc-foundation.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����











KT001 Bear Bile Farming





WSPA works with over 700 member societies in over 140 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity reistered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540








Bear Bile Farming
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Cruelty





Thousands of bears are caged for life in farms across China, Vietnam and South Korea.


They often cannot stand up or easily turn around, and are deprived of the opportunity to express natural behaviour.


To extract bile, a surgical operation is carried out to create a tissue duct or tube leading into the bear’s gall bladder to allow the bile to be extracted; ultrasound equipment and a hypodermic syringe can also be used; or bears are raised to a certain age and then slaughtered for their body parts. 





Background





Bear bile has been used in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) for 3,000 years, but the practice of farming bears for their bile has only occurred since the 1980s.


The vast majority of TCM practitioners do not use bear bile as a large number of herbal and synthetic alternatives are available.


Bear bile is now being used increasingly in products like wine and shampoo, though the international trade in bear bile from bear farming countries is illegal under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).





WSPA’s Work


WSPA and its partner, the Calvin Ayre Foundation, are proud to be working together to end bear farming


In a landmark agreement with the Vietnamese Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), we have established a national task force to phase out bear bile farming throughout Vietnam.


To date the Chinese government have not made any clear statement declaring its intention to end bear bile farming.  We will continue to encourage the Chinese government to make a clear stand on this issue and work to implement a long term phase out of bear bile farming in China.





How you can help





WSPA urges people to write polite letters of protest to the Chinese Embassy in London asking that the cruel act of bear bile farming be phased out.


WSPA also relies on the generous support of people around the world who care about animal welfare.
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