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Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�











KT002 Bear Baiting





WSPA works with over 692 member societies in over 142 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540





Bear Baiting








Background


Bear baiting is possibly the world‘s most savage blood sport. Teeth are removed, bears are tied to a post and set-upon by terrier-type dogs.


Bear Baiting is illegal under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act of 1890. Possession of bears is illegal under Pakistan wildlife protection legislation.  


Up to 300 bears, and around 1000 dogs were involved when WSPA first undertook investigations in 1993. Today the number of fighting bears has been reduced to an estimated 50.


This activity, which was once widespread in Europe, is now only found in rural parts of Pakistan.


Our three main aims were, and still are: To completely eradicate bear baiting; raise awareness of animal welfare across the region; and prevent further capture of bear cubs from the wild.





Examples of cruelty towards the bears


Piercing of muzzle with chains to control the bear.


Bears sustain severe injuries and usually suffer ripped noses and mouths causing severe disfigurement and scarring.


Lack of adequate veterinary treatment for injuries to bears and dogs.





Examples WSPA’s Work





With the full commitment of the Pakistani government, the chances of ending bear baiting is high.


WSPA is pleased to report increased efforts by the Pakistani Government and wildlife officials.


WSPA is seeking to form a Memorandum of Understanding to ensure that all leads are followed and acted upon, confiscations are made and that any confiscated bear is released in the WSPA built Kund Park sanctuary.


WSPA are funding Kund Park Sanctuary running costs.


In 2005-6 to date 46 potential events were detected and 74% averted. This still means that 12 events went ahead and is still a Major problem. 


School based education and awareness projects are taking place.


Religious awareness project in mosques.


Monitoring the baiting events and reporting any events detected to the relevant authorities to action.
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