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Japanese Embassy in London:





Japanese Embassy


101-104 Piccadilly


London


W1V 9FN





JNTO email address:


www.seejapan.co.uk/





� HYPERLINK "http://www.kuma-aigo.com/eng/index.asp" \t "_blank" �Japanese Campaign Website� launched to spur the Japanese public into taking action against the bear parks. For more information visit: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.kuma-aigo.com" ��www.kuma-aigo.com�





Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�





Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�
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WSPA works with over 692 member societies in over 142 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540
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Background


In Japan’s bear parks, bears are kept in concrete enclosures and made to beg for food in the name of public entertainment.


In 1958, the first bear park opened in Japan at Noboribetsu, on the northern island of Hokkaido. Since then, the public exhibition of bears in Japan has become extremely popular and there are currently eight bear parks in the country, holding over 800 captive bears.


On an online survey 91% claimed that they would not return to a bear park if they knew that the bears were suffering.


Examples of Cruelty


In some parks a lack of stimulation and overcrowding leads to severe mood swings which range from laziness, madness or aggression.


Unsupervised public feeding creates an unbalanced diet for the bears. Fights over the food cause injuries that are often left untreated, leading to infection.


Circus shows force bears to perform tricks that do not demonstrate their natural behaviour and can be physically and psychologically exhausting.


Further aggression and pacing behaviour, which is typical of psychologically affected bears, is also caused by the barren enclosures.


Examples of WSPA’s work


The northern Japanese bear park, Jyozankei, has been closed down.


The largest two bear parks confirm that they have plans for alternative ‘forested’ enclosures.


Japan Bear Network requests that one of the largest parks improve conditions immediately and make their plans for improvements public.


A cinema advert reinforcing WSPA’s claim that conditions are sub-standard in bear parks, was shown for the first time to the Japanese public in 2005.


WSPA is working with international and national partners, and the Japanese Association of Zoo’s and Aquariums (JAZA), to try to ensure that the momentum of the campaign continues to move forward and that real improvements are made for the bears in the parks.


Take Action


WSPA urges people to write polite letters of protest to the Japanese Embassy or to the Japan National Tourist Organisation (JNTO).


WSPA also relies on the generous support of people around the world who care about animal welfare.
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