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High Commission of India


India House


Aldwych


London


WC2B 4NA





Pakistan High Commission


35-36 Lowndes Square


London


SW1X 9JN





Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�











KT004 Bear Dancing





WSPA works with over 692 member societies in over 142 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540





Bear Dancing
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Background





In India and Pakistan there are approximately 1000 Asiatic Black bears and Sloth bears that are forced to dance for public entertainment.


Young cubs are taken by poachers from the wild. 


This illegal killing and capture of bears is seriously threatening populations in the wild.


Many cubs die from neglect or dehydration before they are sold for training.





Cruelty





All dancing bears have a hole pierced through their lips, nose or palate and a chain or rope forced through. No anaesthetic is used for this highly painful operation. 


Teeth are often removed or broken to prevent injury to the handlers.


Tugging on the rope prevents these fresh wounds healing, and the bears find no relief from raw, painful infections. The bear learns to ‘dance‘in an attempt to avoid the pain. 


Poor diet has an adverse effect on the health of dancing bears. Many suffer from cataracts and go blind due to an inadequate diet.


The trauma of this unnatural life drives many bears mad and they display stereotypic behaviours such as pacing, swaying and self mutilation.


Examples WSPA’s Work


With your support WSPA is working with member societies educating local communities on bear welfare and conservation issues.


Generating public awareness for tourists and locals in India.


Planning to microchip each bear to prevent new bears from entering the existing dancing bear population.


Rehabilitate and release rescued cubs back into the wild wherever possible.


Prevent the capture of cubs by training forest guards in effective enforcement techniques in India.


Help Kalandar (bear dancing) communities in India learn new skills for new livelihoods. If this works then it can be used as a model in Pakistan. The opportunity given to adults will then help benefit the next generation.


Take Action


WSPA urges people to write polite letters to the High Commission of India and Pakistan congratulating them on their proactive approach to ending bear dancing. 


We urge tourists not to encourage bear dancing when visiting India and Pakistan.


WSPA also relies on the generous support of people around the world who care about animal welfare.
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