[image: image1.jpg]B =
%’o
-— J

World Society for the Protection of Animals
25 years of animal welfare 1981-2006

]
S




[image: image2.jpg]










Please visit the Whalewatch website for the latest news on whale welfare and the International Whaling Commission (IWC) at:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.whalewelfare.org" ��www.whalewelfare.org�











Find out more about, and help to support the WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�
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WSPA works with over 690 member societies in over 140 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540





Whaling








Whaling Today


Despite a ban on commercial whaling 20 years ago, Japan, Norway and Iceland continue to kill whales using methods dating back to the 19th Century. 


Special permit or ‘Scientific Whaling’ is allowed to take place through a legal loophole in the convention. However the scientific value of such hunts has long been disputed and the meat is sold commercially. 


Norway and Iceland now hunt under an ‘Objection’ to the moratorium, 


At the 2006 annual meeting of the IWC (International Whaling Commission), pro-whaling nations seized a majority vote for the first time 25 years. The international ban on commercial whaling is now under unprecedented threat.


In 2006 1,924 were reported killed in scientific and commercial whaling operations.


In 2007 over 2,500 will be slaughtered and their meat sold commercially. 


Slaughter


The most common whaling killing method is by penthrite harpoon - a grenade tipped harpoon designed to explode in the whale's body. However it frequently fails to kill whales instantly, instead causing massive shock, blood loss and internal injuries. 


Average time to death is 2-3 minutes, but it can take over an hour for a whale to die. 


Some whales may be struck but not captured during a hunt and may die a slow death from their wounds, or not be able to dive, feed or breed properly.


Japan, Norway and Iceland have indicated that they will not provide any further welfare data to the IWC. 


In countries where legislative protection from pain and suffering at slaughter is provided for farm animals, failure to afford the same protection to whales is greatly inconsistent.


WSPA's Work 


WSPA leads a coalition of over 140 animal welfare organisations worldwide called "Whalewatch" 


WSPA believes there is no humane way to kill a whale at sea. Due to the weaponry used and the numerous uncontrollable factors such as visibility, sea conditions, distance, speed and gunner accuracy it is impossible to guarantee a lethal shot.





Take Action 


Please write to Tony Blair and ask that he makes a personal statement against whaling to be read at the IWC meeting at the end of May. The link for sending letters to Tony Blair via email can be found here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk/whales/" ��www.wspa.org.uk/whales/�


Contact the commissioners of the 72 member nations of the IWC, urging them to vote in favour of protecting whales and against the resumption of commercial whaling at this years IWC meeting. See the ‘Take Action’ links at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.whalewelfare.org/" \o "http://www.whalewelfare.org/" �http://www.whalewelfare.org/� 
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