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Mel Cappe


Canadian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom


Canadian High Commission


Canada House


5 Trafalgar Square


London


SW1Y 5BJ





Tel: 020 7258 6600








For more information visit;





� HYPERLINK "http://www.savecanadianseals.org" ��www.savecanadianseals.org�








Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�
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WSPA works with over 692 member societies in over 142 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540





Seal Slaughter in Canada








Background





An estimated 350,000 baby seals will be killed during this year’s hunt.


The seals are killed for their fur – the only economically valuable part of the seal.


Supporters of the hunt argue there are too many seals eating far too much fish.  This after cod stocks were decimated in the early ‘90s due to over fishing and government mismanagement.


After surveying the stomach contents of harp seals, scientists estimate that commercially fished cod comprises only 3% of the seals’ diet.


Harp seals also consume many predators of cod, so killing hundreds of thousands of seals every year could lead to an increase in predatory fish populations and a further decline in cod and other ground-fish.





Cruelty





Seals can be legally killed with wooden clubs, hakapiks (large ice pick-like clubs) and guns.


In 2005, 146,000 seals were killed in two days; hunters do not take the time to ensure a humane kill in the rush to obtain the most pelts.


Veterinarians have documented seals being skinned alive.  An independent team of veterinary experts reported in 2001 that 42% of cases did not show enough evidence of cranial injury to even guarantee unconsciousness at the time of skinning.





Take Action





Write a polite letter of protest to Canada’s Prime Minister who has the power to stop the hunt;





Right Honourable Stephen Harper


Prime Minister of Canada


80 Wellington Street


Ottawa


Ontario K1A 0A2


Canada





Letters can also be sent to the minister responsible for setting seal quotas and enforcing Marine Mammal Regulations;





The Honourable Loyola Hearn


Minister of Fisheries and Oceans


200 Kent Street


Ottawa


Ontario K1A 0E6


Canada
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