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World Society for the Protection of Animals
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Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�





For more information on our member society’s work:


Animal Freedom Korea�307-18, Hangdang-dong�Seongdong-gu�Seoul�133-070�Korea��Phone: 0082 2 2292 6337�Fax: 0082 2 2292 6339�E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:animal@animals.or.kr" �animal@animals.or.kr��Web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.animals.or.kr" \t "_blank" �www.animals.or.kr�








KT009 Dogs for food





WSPA works with over 700 member societies in over 140 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540





Dogs for Food
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Background


Dog Eating in Korea is a centuries old tradition.


Around 1 million dogs a year are slaughtered for food.


Dog eating takes place in South Korea, the Philippines, and in parts of Northern China. 


WSPA carried out an opinion poll in South Korea revealing that around 30% of the population are eating dog-meat and do so once a year. Many were not aware of the inhumane ways that dogs are killed.


People are eating dog meat as much for social reasons and for taste as for perceived health reasons. 


Cruelty


Dogs reared for food are often farmed in cramped and dirty conditions. They are transported to market in cages packed so full that dogs often arrive with broken and crushed limbs. 


At market dogs are offered for sale and killed in public in ways that cause immense suffering. These range from clubbing over the head, throat-slitting, hanging by the neck, electrocution and blow torching alive.


These dogs are never released from their cages unless they are being used for breeding purposes or to be slaughtered.


Examples of WSPA’s Work


WSPA is working to end the cruelty and suffering involved in the dog meat trade and to raise the status of companion animals in South Korea.


WSPA conducted an undercover investigation exposing the extent of the suffering in the Korean dog-meat trade.


In September 2005 WSPA organised the first ever companion animal welfare conference in Seoul, which was well attended by government officials, media and animal welfare groups.


Getting the message heard - eight major Korean newspapers used the term ‘companion animal’ for the first time following the conference.


Take Action


With your support WSPA will continue encouraging public debate in Korea on dog-meat and the wider issue of the status of companion animals. WSPA’s aim is to achieve improved welfare of dogs caught up in the dog meat trade whilst at the same time encouraging greater respect for companion animals in South Korea through progressive legislation and increasing public awareness activities.
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