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Avian Flu





Background





Avian Influenza, also known as Bird Flu, was identified almost 100 years ago. 


It is a viral disease that many wild birds carry throughout the world. However, while most wild birds carry the virus without it making them ill, breeds of domestic birds particularly, Chicken, Duck and Turkey can become fatally ill from contracting certain strains of the Flu. 


These particular strains can also be fatal for humans. Therefore a cull of those birds affected is deemed necessary to contain the spread of infection. 


Worldwide, billions of poultry on factory farms live in overcrowded and poorly ventilated environments; these are prime conditions for disease. 


The repeated outbreaks of animal diseases in Asia in recent years may be linked to the over-expansion of industrial animal agriculture.





Examples of Cruelty





In countries across Asia birds that have the disease are being buried alive.


Chickens have been beaten and poisoned.


Birds are left in bins to die and even set on fire whilst alive.





Examples of WSPA’s Work





WSPA has offered to advise in the development of the poultry industry in countries that have been hit by avian flu in order to improve animal welfare and future disease control.


Through its World Farmwatch campaign, WSPA is calling for effective legislation to stop the expansion of factory farming and encourage humane and sustainable forms of animal agriculture.


WSPA is calling for a humane and dignified culling policy if a mass cull is needed in light of recent outbreaks.


Take Action


WSPA is urging people to write a polite letter to their Minister of Agriculture asking to uphold a humane culling policy.


WSPA also relies on generous support of people around the world who care about animal welfare.
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For more information on Avian Flu please visit the World Health Organisation website:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/en/" ��www.who.int/en/�





World Animal Health Organisation: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.oie.int/eng/en_index.htm" ��www.oie.int/eng/en_index.htm�





Find out more about, and help to support WSPA’s work:





0800 316 9966 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)





WSPA


Freepost SCE6686


Melksham


SN12 6GZ





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wspa.org.uk" ��www.wspa.org.uk�





Rt Hon David Miliband MP


Office of the Deputy Prime Minister


Eland House


Bressenden Place


London


SW1E 5DU
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WSPA works with over 660 member societies in over 140 countries to work towards a world where animal welfare matters and animal cruelty ends.


WSPA UK is a charity registered with the charity commission.


Registered Charity Number: 1081849.  Company Registration Number: 4029540








